A Guide to Technote software for Technics 
Keyboards, Digital Pianos and Organs

What it is, what it does and what it can do for you

Unless you are some kind of professional music maker, the chances are that you bought your Technics instrument simply so that you could sit at home with it and play a few of your favourite tunes. No doubt the sales facilitator showed you just how easy it was going to be to make some great sounds just by pressing a few buttons (which you’ve never quite been able to find since you got the thing home), and that in no time at all you’ll sound as good as any Pro! 

Well back in the real world, what tends to happen is that you’ll have a bit of a play around for a while, find a few nice sounds and rhythms which become established not necessarily as your favourites but ones that don’t sound too bad, and more importantly, you know where they are. So now you have a comfort zone that, like a habit, becomes quite difficult to break. And on top of all that, you’ve got to play a tune as well! At the very least, using anything from the range of dedicated Technote software will expand your comfort zone and more importantly will help you get back to the reason that you bought the instrument in the first place… to play a few tunes.

The musicians who create Technote software have the kind of knowledge and expertise that only comes from years of experience working with instruments like yours and their brief is to create software that will make the notes and chords played by someone with a modest technique sound professional. 

If this appeals to you then read on …

There are six different kinds of software each designed to aid and enhance your performance
· General patterns and registrations

· Patterns and registrations for specific songs

· ‘Playalong’ patterns, registrations and sequences

· Sequenced accompaniment and printed music book

· Performance Pads
Here are some general points



* All pattern-based software requires only a modest technique



* There is a specific software version of most titles for your instrument



* There are ten styles or songs on each disk (some have more)



* No previous experience is necessary
The whole point of Technote software is to try and help make whatever you play sound better by using the features that you already have. Software doesn’t add anything new to your instrument, it just uses it the way that the designers intended and it really can make the difference between sounding like an amateur music maker and an experienced musician. 

Let’s take a more detailed look at the different software types.
1. General ‘Pattern and Registration’ software 

This is like having ten new rhythm styles just like the ones in the rhythm group section of your instrument and you’ll get four or sometimes six variations of each style together with two fill-ins and usually two intros and endings. Each style works in conjunction with your ‘Auto Play Chord’ feature to produce drums, bass, and three orchestrated accompaniment parts, and is set up with a keyboard split so that you can play the melody to the right of the split point and the chords to the left. 

Equally as important as the rhythmic accompaniment is the volume balance between the backing and the melody, which of course includes the sounds that are used to play the tune. To make sure that not only is the style well balanced but also that the sounds used to play the tune are in keeping with the style, you’ll find eight panel memories each one set up with a complete registration that uses lots of your instruments more hidden features so it’s quite likely that you’ll hear sounds that you never thought your instrument had. 

Each disk features styles in a particular genre which we generally call the ‘Strictly’ series such as Strictly Ballroom, Strictly Guitar or Strictly Orchestral so, for example, the Strictly Guitar disk will give you ten different musical styles like Latin, Shuffle, 60’s Pop and Ballad with the accompaniment variations featuring mainly the guitar or guitars, together with right hand melody sounds that are in keeping with that style. On the Strictly Orchestra disk the backing for the various styles will feature orchestral instruments rather than electronic ones with instrumental sounds in the panel memories for your melody. 

What songs you play and how you play them is up to you although I doubt that you would play a Sousa march with the waltz style from the Strictly Ballroom disk (even though you could) and because it’s you that’s playing the melody and the chords you’re not having to keep up with some kind of predetermined backing. 

General Pattern and Registration software: a summary
· Ten new accompaniment styles per disk

· Eight panel memory registrations per style

· Automatic keyboard split

· Everything is balanced for the best sound

· Uses lots of features and effects
· Each disk is designed to represent a specific instrumental or 
musical style
· Each style lets you play any song that you think fits the style in any key either from a music copy or by ‘ear’

· Use your own sounds with the new patterns or use the Panel Memory registrations with your favourite pre-set rhythms   

                             

2. Patterns and Registrations for specific songs 

The ‘United Styles of America’ is a series of disks that work in exactly the same way as the general pattern and registrations disks except that the rhythmic backings and melody sounds are created with a particular song in mind and the arrangements are based on the original recording of the song. The styles featured are:
· Dance Band (Glenn Miller)

· Country

· Motown

· Broadway and Hollywood

·    Marches

This time, instead of ten styles of a particular type of music or instrumentation per disk, there are actually ten individual songs … or rather, everything that you need to make each of the songs sound authentic. The backing for the song is in the ‘Composer’ section of your keyboard with each main part of the song having its own bit of backing and just like before, the sounds that are used for the melody (which are based on the instruments used on the record) are in the eight panel memory buttons. All of the songs on each disk are very well known so whether you play from music or busk it you’ll recognise each of the individual elements and can use them to create the arrangement that you already play, using only the bits that you need for the bits of the song that you know!

Specific Song software:  a summary 
· Features well known songs

· All arrangements are based on the original recordings

· Ten songs per disk

· The individual backings or sound set-ups can be used separately

· Works in any key and with almost any version of the song
The ‘United Styles of America’ series can really help you to play some of the world’s most well known songs and in a professional way with lots of instantly recognisable phrases in the accompaniment together with lots of equally well-known melody sound combinations.

3. ‘Playalong’ software
This is a continually expanding series of titles which work in conjunction with the popular ‘Easy Keyboard Library’ printed music books, and even if you don’t read music you can use the lyrics to follow the song and still make great use of this software style. Each disk follows the same format as the popular ‘Pattern and Registration’ disks by using the ‘Composer’ section of your instrument to store the accompaniment backings and the ‘Panel Memory’ feature for the melody sounds but with the addition of some pre-recorded tracks via the ‘sequencer’ 

Sometimes the backing to a song is almost as well known as the song itself such as the Carpenter’s ‘Close To You’ or the film theme ‘Chariots of Fire’; equally there are songs of which there are many different recorded versions. Well, you’ll find this level of detail on all of the Playalong titles featuring specific backings for songs that only have one well know version and specially created arrangements for more general songs. Each section of the song as it appears in the book has it’s own ‘composer’ variation and if the song requires something special to happen in the backing like a particular counter melody or brass figure then that’s what you’ll get, just so that the song sounds as authentic as possible. And so that you don’t loose out on the number of general use patterns that would normally be on a regular patterns and registrations disk, for every ‘dedicated’ song pattern there will be a ‘general’ version of it in another composer memory location.  

The sequenced tracks fulfil a number of functions, but there main job is to play back the ‘Auto Play Chord’ accompaniment for the entire song from start to finish which also includes the complete chord sequence together with the intro, ending and fill-ins, and the sound changes from the Panel Memories. This leaves you to concentrate on just playing the melody with the right hand until you’re familiar enough with it to add the left hand chords. One of the sequencer tracks is of course already playing these chords, so just switch it off and play the chords yourself. There’s a sequencer part that looks after all the button pushing like pressing a panel memory or fill-in button, and if you leave it switched on it will continue to turn the necessary buttons on and off while you carry on playing the melody and chords. Some of the titles even have the melody recorded as well so that you can listen to the entire song as a performance piece or as background music. Actually, when you’ve learned to play the song it’s a relatively simple process to record the melody yourself if you want to, or even add an extra couple of choruses!

This kind of software is a fantastic teaching aid too. Just by being able to hear how the song should go before you start trying to play it and to see the different parts of the instrument being switched on and off certainly makes for a greater understanding of how your Technics instrument actually works, and really does teach you so much about the music that you’re going to play. And if you don’t want to use any of the sequenced track you can turn them all off and just use the disk like a regular ‘Patterns and Registrations’ disk for rhythm styles and sounds.

Playalong software: a summary 
· Works with the ‘Easy Keyboard Library’

· Use the book as a guide

· Can be used as a normal ‘Pattern and Registration’ disk

· Sequenced ‘chord ‘track (track 4)
· Sequenced ‘control’ track (track 5)
· Sequenced ‘melody’ track on some disks (tracks 1 & 2)
· Teaches you about your instrument both audibly and visually

· Practise right and left hands separately

· Easy to record your own performance of the melody part

· Easy to extend the length of a song
‘Playalong’ software is a great way of building a library of performance-ready songs; complete songs that you can play at a moments notice and will only take as long to set up as it takes for the file to load. This series is great fun to play and very impressive to listen to.

4. Sequencer software
This software series is designed for you to add written right and left hand parts to a backing that has been pre-recorded using your instrument’s sequencer with sometimes up to sixteen different tracks playing some wonderfully orchestrated parts. The player’s part is usually quite pianistic but not always using a piano sound. As a confidence builder, the right hand and left hand parts have been recorded so that you can hear the whole song as a complete performance piece before you learn to play it yourself, and as each hands part is recorded on separate tracks you can practise one hand whilst the sequencer plays back the other. For practising, the sequencer can be made to start at a specific bar so that you can work on a section at a time. Your transpose feature will still work with the sequencer as will the tempo dial so changing the key or the speed of the song are easy and don’t require any special programming.

Three titles are currently available in this series featuring two classical books, one for an easy to moderate level of playing ability and one at a more intermediate level, and an easy to moderate book of jazz and blues. 

Sequencer software: a summary 

· Works in conjunction with a printed music book

· Features specific Right and Left hand parts

· Has up to sixteen sequenced tracks including the player’s parts

· Practise each hand separately

· Practise specific sections with the backing

· Easy to change the playback key and tempo

· Available in Easy to moderate and intermediate levels
If you enjoy playing along with your regular pre-set rhythms then this is just one step up. You play your part and the sequencer plays its. Yes, you have to keep going because it’s not going to wait for you to catch up if you make a mistake but then nor does a song. These are all great performance pieces and the quality of the arrangements that the sequencer plays make even the most modest attempts at playing the tune more than satisfying.

5. Performance Pads software
Designed exclusively for the Technics KN6000/KN6500 and KN7000 series keyboards, this ‘Performance Pad’ software, as its name implies, loads part of the user area of this great feature with professionally created hits, fills, stabs, phrases and musical effects. As always, there are ten different styles on each disk and each style features four general-purpose pads together with a major and minor ‘solo’ pad, and they all work in the same way as pre-set pads. For those unfamiliar with this feature, the pads are just a set of six slightly bigger buttons to the left side of the control panel that when pressed play either an instant musical effect like a brass stab or a harp glissando, or a phrase like a piano arpeggio or rhythmic guitar pattern. If you use a pad whilst a rhythm is playing then the tempo of what the pads play will be the same as the rhythm so that you can use the pads as part of an ‘Auto Play Chord’ backing. Each of the general pads are programmed to show a wide range of possibilities with some pads playing a short ‘one bar one shot’ phrase as you soon as you press the button whilst others are synchronised to the rhythm’s tempo and will play anything from a one to sixteen bar phrase which plays either once through or is looped and will continue to play until you turn it off. Your normal left hand chord determines the harmony played by the pad and will change as you play the different chord progressions in a song, so as long as you’re playing the right chord your pad will always work anywhere in the song.

The ‘Solo’ pads are great fun to use, and they do actually play an instrumental solo complete with an ‘Auto Play Chord’ chord sequence that will take over whilst the soloist entertains you. And if you want to join in, your screen displays the chords being used in the soloists backing sequence so that you’ll have something to follow.

Performance Pads software: a summary 

· Exclusively for KN6000/6500

· Loads phrases and musical effects into the pad’s user section.

· Four General pads.

· Two Solo pads.

· Instant hit or Synchronised effects.

· ‘One shot’ or ‘Looped’ phrases.

· Left hand chords determine the pad’s harmony.

· Can be used almost anywhere within a song.

· Join in with soloist by following the chord display on the screen 
as a guide.
6. On-Screen Music software

Created for the KN7000, and PR604/804 this unique software does exactly what it says – displays the musical score on your keyboard’s display together with the chords, lyrics and control instructions! There are three titles making up the series with each title comprising of eight songs specially arranged to show off the dynamic Auto Play Chord styles already on-board these wonderful instruments. 

By mixing and matching the various elements from the hundreds of pre-set rhythm styles, you can create an orchestrated arrangement that sounds just like a full blown sixteen track sequence that you can then play along with. Add to that eight panel memories that combine sounds, Technichord, part setting and DSP effects, the result is quite simply stunning.      

There are three main areas to look at. The music in the screen: read the music, chords or lyrics to follow the song; the sequence: either listen to a performance of the song, turn off the melody and/or accompaniment tracks and let the control track change all the buttons as you play along; the Panel Memories: these are set-up with the main APC data and sounds so that you can play a great ‘live’ performance as indicated by the music. 

The musical arrangements themselves have been written specifically to take advantage of the amazing range of sounds and styles that are currently available. Written to an easy to moderate standard, these are not the usual basic tune and simplified chords; you’ll find lovely harmonies and instrumental breaks that will spice up your normal performance style. In fact they’re good enough for a spotlight rendition at your local club or society meeting. All this and you don’t need to take a bag of music with you either!

The on-screen music is clear and easy to read and shows all of the control information as it happens. If you’re not a reader, then follow the lyrics or just busk along. You’ll have no trouble following the standard song formats and can still take advantage of the sequenced backings.
On-Screen Music software: a summary 

· Exclusively for KN7000 & PR604/804.

· Follow the score in your keyboard’s display.

· Arrangements written specifically to take advantage of the sounds and styles available.

· Fully sequenced backing tracks.

· Includes Melody track.

· By turning off selected sequencer tracks, you choose how much or how little you want to interact.

· 8 Panel Memory settings.

· Teaches you about your instrument both audibly and visually.

The whole idea of software is help you get more out of your instrument and to make it easier to actually perform your music in a more professional and musical way. 

All of the software described here is really easy to use and great fun to work with and will add endless hours of enjoyment to your musical world. 
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